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Submitted by Chief Editor on Mar 8th 2018
You stated : "The Form N-470 must be filed before the person departs from the United States
except religious workers who may apply before or after departure, or after return to the United
States. The religious workers are not required to have lived in the United States for a specific
period of time prior to the filing of N-470. Similar exception is granted to alien members of the
U.S. Armed Forces. In such cases the LPR employee who filed N-470 is considered
physically present in the US during such employment abroad and does not need a reentry
permit."
Does that mean a religious worker does not have to spend a full one uninterrupted year of
physical presence in the US? If a religious worker can apply any time and once approved, all
time spent outside of the US will be counted towards his naturalization qualification, it means
that religious worker doesn't need to be physically present for a full year at any time prior to
applying for his/her citizenship, correct?
ANSWER:
The law says:
1. Generally, you must have been physically present and residing in the United States for an
uninterrupted period, without any absences, for at least one year after your admission as a lawful permanent
resident before you can file Form N-470.

2. You do not have to be in the United States to file Form N-470, but you must file it before
you have been absent from the United States for a continuous period of one year.

Religious Workers Exception to the One Year Absence Requirement
Religious workers may apply:
1. Before departing from the United States;
2. After departing from the United States; or

3. After returning to the United States.
Religious workers are not required to have lived in the United States for a specific period of
time prior to filing Form N-470.
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Note: This is a verbatim transcript of the referenced audio/video media delivered as
oral communication, and, therefore, may not conform to written grammatical or
syntactical form.
Unless the context shows otherwise, all answers here were provided by Rajiv [5]
and were compiled and reported by our editorial team from comments and blog on
immigration.com [6]
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