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Submitted by Chief Editor on Nov 26th 2018
I am from India, and I am currently doing my masters in the U.S. My goal is to build my startup
as I m doing my masters. Therefore, before coming to the U.S, I have incorporated a C Corp
in Delaware with me and my brother as the owners. I don't want to violate my F1 status,
therefore, even though I have incorporated the C Corp, We are not actively doing any work
since I am not sure working on my startup in University will violate my status. I have tried
getting in touch with International student services but I have not gotten a clear response on
how I can run my startup as an international student while being on F1.
ANSWER:

Watch the Video on this FAQ: Starting business while on
student visa
[2]

Video Transcript
Doing a business while you are still on a F-1 status is illegal unless you get OPT. If you get
OPT, the government has set a time or two as long as you are working in your own field. So if
you are a software developer or you have a degree in computer science and you start a
company where your primary role is software development or something akin to it you are
allowed to do that as long as you have your OPT. You cannot do that in STEM OPT
extension, but you can do it for the one - year OPT. More... [2]

Note: This is a verbatim transcript of the referenced audio/video media delivered as
oral communication, and, therefore, may not conform to written grammatical or
syntactical form.
Nonimmigrant Visas:
F Visa [3]
OPT [4]
F-1 Visa [5]

General Nonimmigrant Visa [6]
FAQ Transcript:

Note: This is a verbatim transcript of the referenced audio/video media delivered as
oral communication, and, therefore, may not conform to written grammatical or
syntactical form.
Unless the context shows otherwise, all answers here were provided by Rajiv [7]
and were compiled and reported by our editorial team from comments and blog on
immigration.com [8]
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