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Submitted by Chief Editor on Apr 9th 2012
I am currently on H1-B and my I-140 has been approved. Because of the delay in I-485
Processing, I was thinking of doing my green card through the EB-5 Category with a
$500,000.00 Investment through a Regional Center or a New Commercial Enterprise. I had a
few questions regarding the following: For EB-5 through Regional Center 1. What is the time
frame for Investing the money? Does it vary per Project? 2. What is the general Return of
Investment on these Projects? Does it vary per Project? 3. Can we withdraw the Investment
earlier if the Project is a failure? 4. How much involvement is necessary/allowed in the
management of the Project? 5. When can I start withdrawing the money after I get my Green
Card? 6. Is there any agency/firm that evaluates the Regional Centers? For EB-5 Immigrant
Investor through New Commercial Enterprise 7. Do the 10 people have to employed
immediately or over a period of 2 years? 8. If I employ 10 people and put in 500,000.00 in a
start up business in a rural area or highly unemployed area towards the income for the
employees, is the money counted towards investment?
ANSWER:
1. I dont know of any regional center who does not want the entire money up front. They also
usually add on a few thousand dollars of additional fees.
2. No idea about ROI. We do not get involved with financial assessments. Not our expertise.
3. Not usually. But this depends upon the project and your agreement. But the green card
would fail in such a case.
4. None, usually.
5. Hmm. I do not recall the exact time frame. Sorry.
6. No. Beyond the normal SEC regs, as far as I know, you are, unfortunately, on your own.
This is the part about the regional centers that bothers me.
7. Over two years. But your business plan has to show how you will create the jobs.
8. Huh? Yes, of course. But there has to be a connection between the investment and the job
creation.
Unless the context shows otherwise, all answers here were provided by Rajiv [2]
and were compiled and reported by our editorial team from comments and blog on
immigration.com [3]
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