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H-1B nightmare: Indian visas delayed to

2027—Attorney warns ‘Zero alternatives

left’
Indian H-1B visa applicants report repeated interview cancellations, with some

stamping dates now pushed to 2027 amid US consulate backlogs.

Written by Aditi

Updated:January 25, 2026 15:44 IST

Indian H-1B applicants report interview cancellations.

Indian H-1B visa holders continue to face long delays as interview slots remain

unavailable, with some appointments now being pushed into 2027. Hundreds of H-

1B holders were stuck in India in December 2025 after travelling for visa interviews,
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only to be informed that their appointments were postponed to 2026 due to

expanded social media screening by US consulates. Those with interviews

scheduled for January and February 2026 have also been moved, with new dates

now set for April–May 2027, in some cases.

As immigration attorney Rajiv S. Khanna puts it, the situation has turned brutal,

particularly in H-1B cases. For the vast majority of H-1B holders stuck abroad, no

realistic alternatives exist. “The compounding effect of these simultaneous policy

changes, sudden implementation without adequate notice, systematic denial of

emergency relief, and elimination of workarounds has created an unprecedented

crisis in the H-1B program,” Khanna told The Financial Express.

H-1B Visa Interview Delays Extend Into 2027

Several H-1B and H-4 applicants have taken to social media to share screenshots of

emails from the US Visa Helpdesk, showing the repeated delays in their

appointments. One applicant posted an email that read: “Your appointment on

2/5/2026 at 10:30 AM has been cancelled. Please log in to your account for details.”
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Finally, a follow-up email gave a new date almost a year later: “Due to scheduling

changes, your US Visa appointment has been rescheduled to a new date and time:

5/24/2027 at 10:45 AM. You do not need to contact the Call Centre or Consulate,

simply attend your appointment on the new date. We regret any inconvenience

this has caused. Sincerely, US Visa Helpdesk.”
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Many applicants expressed frustration online, several shared the same ordeal. Some

pointed out that the repeated cancellations and rescheduling to dates more than a

year away make it nearly impossible to plan work projects or family travel.

Sudden rule change triggered the visa mess, says expert

Speaking to The Financial Express, Immigration attorney Rajiv S Khanna, Managing

Attorney, Immigration.Com, said, the current H-1B visa delays did not happen

overnight. They began after a sudden policy change that many applicants say was

rolled out without warning or preparation. “On December 3, 2025, the State

Department announced mandatory social media vetting for all H-1B and H-4

applicants, effective December 15. This abrupt policy shift gave applicants zero

notice. Consulates in India and other high-volume posts immediately began

canceling appointments, rescheduling a most a year later,” he said.

ADVERTISEMENT

Khanna added, “emergency appointment requests are being systematically denied,

even when US employers document urgent business needs. Reports indicate that

consular posts have reduced daily interview capacity by up to 40 percent to

accommodate the new vetting procedures, creating a massive backlog.”

ALSO READ

Amazon layoffs to begin next week as part of 30,000 job cuts — Who will be

impacted

Alongside delays, the US State Department has begun prudentially revoking visas,

affecting H-1B holders and their H-4 dependents. Experts have observed cases

where an H-4 spouse’s visa was cancelled due to an old DUI record of the H-1B

spouse. Prudential revocation allows authorities to cancel a visa if new information

suggests the holder may be ineligible.
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The delays began on 15 December 2025 when the US introduced mandatory social

media screening for employment-based visas, adding roughly 30 minutes per case

and halving daily appointment capacity. 

In a New Year’s Eve post on X (formerly Twitter), the US Embassy in India warned

applicants that “violating US immigration law has consequences,” even as tens of

thousands remain stranded due to interview backlogs stretching to March 2026.

ADVERTISEMENT

Remote work is legal, but not realistic for many

Speaking of H-1B visa crisis, Khanna told The Financial Express, Nothing in US

immigration law prevents H-1B holders from working remotely from India for their

US employers. However, as a practical matter, many employers cannot or will not

permit this arrangement due to business, security, or operational constraints.”

However, he added, “If an H-1B holder stranded abroad attempts to change to an

employer willing to accommodate remote work from India, they trigger the

$100,000 entry fee imposed by Presidential Proclamation on September 21, 2025.

This fee applies to any new H-1B petition filed for a beneficiary located outside the

United States. The result: workers are trapped between staying with an employer

who may not permit remote work and facing a prohibitive six-figure penalty to

switch jobs. The impact on people’s lives has been devastating.”

H-1B VISA US IMMIGRATION

This article was first uploaded on January twenty-three, twenty twenty-six, at nineteen minutes past twelve in

the night.

LATEST NEWS

ADVERTISEMENT

TRENDING TOPICS

READ NEXT

TOPICS

Fly with Malaysia Airlines | Sponsored

Time for Malaysia
Create memorable moments in Malaysia with the warmth of Malaysian Hospitality.​

Book Now

Stock Market LIVE

Updates: GIFT Nifty

positive; Can Nifty,

Sensex breakout after

Sunday’s brutal

bloodbath?

Budget 2026: A

blueprint for India in a

turbulent world

Budget 2026: Three

kartavyas, one

direction in tax

Budget 2026 paves the

road for stronger data

centre infra

Budget View | Success

tax on Indian

entrepreneur

‘Even if you have visa

stamping…,’ US

immigration attorneys…

‘I’m done postponing

life’: H-1B holders refuse

to let appointment…

BUSINESS MARKETS MARKET STATS BUDGET 2026 IPO MUTUAL FUNDS MONEY INDIA NEWS TECH US NEWS SHORTS E

2/2/26, 1:53 PM H-1B nightmare: Indian visas delayed to 2027—Attorney warns 'Zero alternatives left' - Investing Abroad News | The Financial Express

https://www.financialexpress.com/business/investing-abroad-indian-h-1b-visa-delays-stretch-to-2027-no-realistic-alternatives-exist-says-immigration-at… 4/8

https://www.financialexpress.com/about/h-1b-visa/?ref=automated_tagging
https://www.financialexpress.com/about/us-immigration/?ref=automated_tagging
https://www.financialexpress.com/latest-news/
https://www.malaysiaairlines.com/in/en/promotions/exclusive-deals.html
https://www.malaysiaairlines.com/in/en/promotions/exclusive-deals.html
https://www.malaysiaairlines.com/in/en/promotions/exclusive-deals.html
https://www.malaysiaairlines.com/in/en/promotions/exclusive-deals.html
https://www.malaysiaairlines.com/in/en/promotions/exclusive-deals.html
https://www.malaysiaairlines.com/in/en/promotions/exclusive-deals.html
https://www.malaysiaairlines.com/in/en/promotions/exclusive-deals.html
https://www.malaysiaairlines.com/in/en/promotions/exclusive-deals.html
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=indianexpress-financialexpress&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://www.financialexpress.com/market/share-market-today-live-updates-sensex-nifty-50-stock-market-live-stt-budget-gold-silver-crude-oil-fii-asia-us-markets-2-february-2026-4128055/
https://www.financialexpress.com/market/share-market-today-live-updates-sensex-nifty-50-stock-market-live-stt-budget-gold-silver-crude-oil-fii-asia-us-markets-2-february-2026-4128055/
https://www.financialexpress.com/budget/budget-2026nbspa-blueprint-for-india-in-a-turbulent-world-4128059/
https://www.financialexpress.com/budget/budget-2026nbspa-blueprint-for-india-in-a-turbulent-world-4128059/
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/news-budget-2026-three-kartavyas-one-direction-in-tax-4128048/
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/news-budget-2026-three-kartavyas-one-direction-in-tax-4128048/
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/news-budget-2026-paves-the-road-for-stronger-data-centre-infra-4127982/
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/news-budget-2026-paves-the-road-for-stronger-data-centre-infra-4127982/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/budget-view-the-success-tax-is-a-bitter-pill-for-the-indian-entrepreneur/4128031/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/budget-view-the-success-tax-is-a-bitter-pill-for-the-indian-entrepreneur/4128031/
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/investing-abroad-even-if-you-have-visa-stamping-us-immigration-attorneys-warn-as-india-runs-out-of-h-1b-dates-4124819/?ref=ReadNext_article_1
https://www.financialexpress.com/trending/im-done-postponing-life-h-1b-holders-refuse-to-let-appointment-delays-stall-major-milestones/4122459/?ref=ReadNext_article_2
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/investing-abroad/h-1bs-stranded-until-2027-attorneys-explain-interview-mass-rescheduling-crisis/4119955/?ref=ReadNext_article_3
https://www.financialexpress.com/
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/
https://www.financialexpress.com/market/
https://www.financialexpress.com/market/stock-market-stats/
https://www.financialexpress.com/budget/
https://www.financialexpress.com/market/ipo-news/
https://www.financialexpress.com/money/mutual-funds/
https://www.financialexpress.com/money/
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/
https://www.financialexpress.com/life/technology/
https://www.financialexpress.com/world-news/us-news/
https://www.financialexpress.com/shorts/
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/

