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MUMBAI: The National Foundation for American Policy (NFAP), a US based non-profit
research entity, in its recent report has said there is no evidence that foreign students
participating in the Optional Training Program (OPT) reduce job opportunities for
Americans. 

  

Foreign students are eligible for a 12-month OPT under which they can work in the
US. Those who have completed their degrees in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) are eligible for applying for a further OPT extension of 24
months.

 
The regulatory agenda of the Trump administration has from time to time indicated a
proposed overhaul of the OPT program to reduce fraud and to protect the interest of
American workers who may be negatively impacted by employment of foreign
students.
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NFAP points out that the OPT is a win-win for foreign students and US employers. It
enables employers to judge if a foreign student is a good fit before sponsoring him or
her for a costly and scarce H-1B work visa. The OPT program gives foreign students
(and their employers) multiple shots at obtaining an H-1B visa, particularly if they are
eligible for a STEM extension. This program also makes American educational
institutions more attractive, adds NFAP.

 
Based on statistical evidence, the report shows that foreign students working in the
US via the OPT program account for a small share of new graduates – ranging from
one to 13 % of STEM graduates, depending on the degree levels and constitute a far
smaller share of US workers. In fiscal 2016 (year ending September 30, 2016), OPT
participants comprised of less than one percent of all workers with a bachelor’s
degree in a STEM field. 

 
 
 
The OPT program requires that foreign students work in a job directly related to their
major, so a better gauge of the relative size of the OPT program may be the number
of foreign students doing OPT as compared to the number of workers in STEM
occupations. If this parameter is chosen, OPT participants comprised about 2.5 % of
workers in STEM occupations with at least a bachelor’s degree, the report explained.

  
 
Rajiv S. Khanna, managing attorney at Immigration.com told TOI: “Anecdotally, from
our own clients, we see difficulty in hiring qualified people in STEM professions.
Several of our clients have opened offices in Canada, simply because US immigration
policies are implemented by the current administration inconsistently, creating
maximal difficulty, often beyond the boundaries of the permissible laws.”

  
 
“We can see no rationale for any change in policy making it more difficult for US
trained students to remain in the USA and for US businesses to hire and retain
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qualified people,” he adds.
  

 
TOI in its edition of October 29, had reported that Indian STEM students in the US
dominated the OPT scene, by holding 50, 507 (or 56%) of the total STEM-OPT
authorisations in fiscal 2017.

  

 
 


